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Editor’s Comments 

     Jack Clock 

     I am sorry to announce that this will be my last issue of H&M 

as editor. My life has become very complicated over the last sev-

eral months. My wife Elaine has Alzheimers and continues to get 

worse. 

     I am her full time care giver and as such I can’t leave the 

house without having someone stay with her. At the present time 

I have a woman that comes for 3 hours on Thursday. That is 

when I do my grocery shopping and run any other errands that are 

needed.  

     When, and if, things settle down a little, I might be able to be a 

contributing editor. I just can’t continue to take on the responsi-

bility of editor with all my other current responsibilities. Thank 

you for your understanding. 

     This issue contains another great article by Charles Bogart, 

along with some great pictures. His article begins on page 5. 

     There is also an article about a new passenger car on the Cuya-

hoga Valley Scenic Railroad. That article begins on page 11. 

     If your Saturday evenings are free the Cincinnati Dinner Train 

is looking for some good help. Please see their ad on page 10. 

     Jack Haap questions the reality of the quiet zone in Glendale. 

See his comments also on page 10. 

     The mayor of Hamilton, Ohio responds to the question of what 

will happen to the Hamilton train station. See page 12 for  the 

mayor’s response. 

mailto:cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com
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Cincinnati Railroad Club News 

March 6, 2020 

By Randy Krumm 

February 2020 

 

 
 

 

 

PROGRAMS AT FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

April 2nd  Texas & Virginia in the 70s & 80s.  Presenter: Jim Mixter 

 

May 7th  EL, PC, Conrail, Lehigh and More!  Presenter: Dave Michaels 

 

June 4th   Cincinnati New & Old.  Presenter: Chris Mayhew 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRIPS 
 

We had a great response to our Trip Survey, with 45 Club members casting their “ballots”!  A clear preference 

was expressed for four of the nine proposed trip destinations.  Listed in alphabetical order, the four “winners” 

were: 

 

Bluegrass RR & Museum, Versailles, KY and R J Corman facility near Lexington 

 

Caboose Trip on Whitewater Valley or Lebanon, Mason & Monroe railroads 

 

Kentucky Steam Heritage Corporation in Ravenna, KY, for a tour of the work in progress on locomotive 

#2716, and a presentation on their game plan for the entire site 

 

Ohio Rail Experience Excursion in a Chartered Private Car 
 

We will endeavor to take two of the above trips in 2020, and the other two in 2021.  As indicated in the survey 

email, these are “ideas” at this point.  Now that your preferences are known, each of these trips will be re-

searched to determine their feasibility, cost and appropriate time-of-year. 
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President’s Comments 
January, 2020 
By Chris Mayhew 

February 2020 

 

 

Fellow club members, 2020 continues to be a year of change. 

 

 

Dave Puthoff, who edits the Cincinnati National Model Railroad Association Division 7’s newsletter The   Oil-

can, is taking over as the club’s editor for Headlights and Markers as you read now. Dave has been a club mem-

ber for years. Let’s wish him luck and support him with regular article submissions. Our editor Jack Clock re-

quested to step aside now to take care of family obligations. Jack has done a great job, and I trust Dave will do a 

great job as well. 

I have been trying to push the idea of a new clubroom or library space with the hope we could have small group 

gatherings on non-meeting night Thursday evenings and/or possibly weekends. A new space could be a small a 

clubroom/library without necessarily having to lease/rent enough space to have meetings. The club could also 

choose to pursue a place where meetings and a clubroom can be in the same place like the club had in Tower A. 

There is a third choice to do nothing. The club has use of Harmony Lodge for meetings through June. A new 

buyer continues to work at purchasing the building, and we will continue to give close attention to how this is-

sue progresses. It would not be overly difficult to move monthly meetings to another hall if need be, but moving 

meeting sites is not necessary at this time. 

I plan to send out an email survey to all club members asking everyone what it is YOU want. 

Of course, we have a diversity of ideas of how to move the club forward, but when it comes down to it I would 

like to hear if you want to continue meeting in a rented hall monthly with some trips and events or if you want 

the club to do or offer more. My idea is to offer a club room space somehow, get at least some of the large  col-

lection of photos and books and memorabilia the club has into a space people can enjoy and use for research. 

My vision is to not just have a library, but a place where members can gather in smaller groups for discussion 

and to offer some programs about collecting, sharing of favorite train-watching spots, how to protect and pre-

serve slide collections, Amtrak discussions or any other topic that people might be interested in. I believe hav-

ing more activities that appeal to railfans and people interested in railroads is a way to gain new members. 

I have a vision of how I want the club to move forward, but I ask you all, how do you want to move forward. 

How do you want the club to move forward is the most important question. 

 

 

 

Chris Mayhew 
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Riding The Leadville, Colorado & Southern Railroad 
Presented by Charles H. Bogart 

February 2020 

(Continued on page 5) 

 

     In October 2019, Mary Ann and I drove out to Montana, Wyoming, and Colorado to do some railfanning, 

visit Indian battlefields, tour some historic western military posts, and explore various gold and silver mining 

towns. Our visit to Leadville, Colorado, combined railfanning, military history, and exploring a gold and silver 

mining town. While in Leadville we visited the National Mine and Mineral Museum, toured the Matchless 

Mine (Baby Doe death site), walked through the Tabor Opry House, explored Camp Hale, the World War II 

stateside home of the 10th Mountain Division, and had an evening meal of beer and steaks in a pool hall/

saloon. This eating establishment was Mary Ann’s choice not mine, because Wyatt Earp, Doc Holiday, and 

Bat Matterson were said to have eaten here. However, our main reason for visiting Leadville was to ride the 

Leadville, Colorado & Southern Railroad (LC&S). The LC&S is the highest operating standard gauge railroad 

in the United States. Its depot in Leadville, Mile 151.2, is at an elevation of 10,208 feet and end of the line, 

Mile 137.46, is at 11,318 feet.  

     The LC&S was built as a narrow gauge rail line in 1884 by the Denver, South Park & Pacific Railroad 

(DSP&P) to serve the town of Climax, Colorado. Climax is the site of a large deposit of Molybdenum, a rare 

metal used in making steel. In 1889, the DSP&P was reorganized as the Denver, Leadville & Gunnison Rail-

road (DL&G). In 1893, the Colorado & Southern Railroad (C&S) gained control of the DL&G.  That same 

year the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad (CB&Q) bought the C&S. In 1943, as part of the war effort, 

the rail line to Climax was converted by the CB&Q from narrow gauge to standard gauge. In 1970, CB&Q 

was reorganized as Burlington Northern Railroad (BN). Then in 1987, the importation of low-cost molyb-

denum from Chile and China by the United States resulted in the closing of the Climax Mine.  

     With no other customers on its Climax Line, CB&Q filed for abandonment of its branch line to Climax. 

Fortunately, Stephanie and Kenneth Olson of Leadville approached BN about purchasing the Climax Line for 

a tourist operation.  To their surprise, BN offered to sell to the Olson’s 11-miles of the Climax Line, two GP9 

locomotives (#1714 and #1918), 5 cabooses, 4 boxcars, 11 flatcars, the Leadville Yard with its roundhouse, 

plus other odds and ends for $10. The BN track from Leadville down to the BN mainline was removed thus 

land locking the LC&S.    

     On Memorial Day 1988 the LC&S offered their first train ride and have been offering train rides in season 

every year since then. Before tourist service started, LC&S’s two GP9s had their noses chopped so as to pro-

vide the engineer with a 180-degree frontal view. The LC&S ticket office is located in Leadville at 7th & Hazel 

Street and was built in 1893 by the DSP&P. One block north of the LC&S Depot is the former DSP&P freight 

house now used as the Leadville convention center. Two blocks beyond the convention center is the three stall 

DSP&P roundhouse now used by the LC&S. 

     Since it was late in the season, LC&S was only offering one trip per day. We therefore rode the 1:00 PM 

train. Upon purchasing our passenger tickets, I asked if cab rides were available and was informed that they 

were for an added $45. After consulting with Mary Ann, we bought two cab ride tickets. Our plan was to ride 

from Leadville to Climax on one of the open-air cars so we could listen to the commentary and ride in the lo-

comotive cab back down the hill.  

     Train operations were push-pull, with our locomotive, #1714, pushing up the hill and braking the train go-

ing down-hill. The reason for the locomotive pushing up the hill became all too obvious when every mile or so 
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(Riding The Leadville, Colorado & Southern Railroad Continued from Page 4) 

February 2020 

as we went up-hill she belched a large cloud of black smoke loaded with oil droplets. I need to mention one 

very positive fact about the train-they sold cold Coors beer to their passengers.  

     Among our fellow passengers was a group of 30 men and women who were riding the train only to the sta-

tion at Climax. They would return to the bottom of the mountain by way of a Zip Line. Located at the Climax 

Station is the highest Zip Line operation in the United States. It consists of three separate Zip Lines, each of 

which takes you a third of the way down the mountain. Mary Ann and I both decided that we had made the 

correct choice in riding in one of the open air cars for the trip to Climax for if we had not, we would have 

missed great commentary on the abandoned mines and wonders of nature around us.  

     At Climax, the train stopped to off load its Zip Liners and give the passengers a chance to walk around. 

There was no smoking on the train or on the ground due to the danger of forest fires; one fire could be seen 

burning some 60 miles away. At Climax, our train’s Conductor took Mary Ann and me up to the locomotive 

cab and introduced us to Mike, the train’s engineer. After making introductions, Mike asked if we had ever 

before ridden in a locomotive cab. Mary Ann replied, “Yes, we have ridden in both diesel and steam locomo-

tives. Once in Mexico we even rode on the nose of the locomotive going through Copper Canyon.” Mike then 

asked Mary Ann if she wanted to ride on the steps of his locomotive as we returned to Leadville. Her reply 

was, “YES.” Mike then told her she could ride on the front of the locomotive as long as she maintained three-

point contact. Once that was said, Mary Ann was out the Fireman’s door and heading for the cab’s end steps. 

She was gracious enough to say me as she left the cab that I could join her on the front of the locomotive if I 

wanted to. So, we rode from Climax to Leadville sitting on the front of our locomotive, maintaining three-

point contact at all times. I can tell you there is no better way to see the mountains of Colorado than from the 

front of a locomotive.   

     All too soon we were back at Leadville and our memorable hour of riding on the steps of #1714 was over. 

Those who came down the mountain on the Zip Line could not have gotten the thrill we got riding on the front 

of our locomotive. If you are ever near Leadville, take time to ride the LC&S. The scenery is spectacular and 

the beer on board the train is cold.  

The LC&S Depot at Leadville. It was built in 1893 by the DSP&P. 
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(Riding The Leadville, Colorado & Southern Railroad Continued from Page 5) 

On display at the rear of the depot was the C&S 0-8-0 switcher built in 1906 by                 

American Locomotive Works. 

Our locomotive, a chopped nose EMD GP9 #1714 
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(Riding The Leadville, Colorado & Southern Railroad Continued from Page 6) 

LC&S 1714 working hard as she pushes the train uphill. 

A view to the rear of the train. The ZIP Liners were in the cabooses 

(Continued on page 8) 
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(Riding The Leadville, Colorado & Southern Railroad Continued from Page 7) 

The water tower at Climax. We are at 11,318 foot elevation. 

A happy railfan. Note the three-point contact. The phone was being used to take photos. 
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(Riding The Leadville, Colorado & Southern Railroad Continued from Page 8) 

Above and below are views of the track and scenery, as seen from our perch on the front of the locomotive. 
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    Do you know someone that would like to pick up one shift each Saturday 
    evening to earn some additional income? If so, Cincinnati Dinner Train is 
    currently seeking part-time, experienced servers, kitchen staff, and pass-
    enger (entertainment) conductors. 
 

    The server’s duty is to pleasantly and efficiently participate on a team 
    that serves up to 180 guests on the Cincinnati Dinner Train Saturday 
    evenings. Specific tasks would include organizing dinner and dessert 
    tickets, serving meals, serving beverages, serving bar drinks and busing 
    tables. Set-up and clean-up duties would include filling stations, cleaning 
    the dining areas, pulling trash and linens, and assisting the kitchen staff 
with restocking clean dishware and equipment. 
 

CDT is also seeking retired railroad enthusiasts to fill our entertainment conductors positions. Typi-
cally each dinner train run has four uniformed entertainment conductors on board. The E.C.s give 
six talks in the car they are assigned to. These talks are of historic and Americana nature. The E.C.s 
also assist passengers on and off the train.  
 

CDT has a complete training program for these paid positions. 
 

If you are interested in the kitchen or server's position, please email your resume to us at 
HR@cincinnatidinnertrain.com. If you are interested in the Entertainment Conductor position, please 
reply to this email with your contact information and someone will contact you right away. Be pre-
pared for a preliminary interview should we reach out to you.  

No Whistles, Maybe 
By Jack Haap 

      Tuesday, January 14, I was getting a haircut at Ted’s Barber shop in Glendale across the tracks from the old 

Glendale B&O station. This was just a few days after the no whistle edict at the Sharon road crossing became 

official. When I was in the barber chair while Ted was trying his best to make me look like Tom Cruise, two 

northbound trains went by. One train didn’t use his whistle while the other gave a few toots, not quite the old 

two longs, a short and a single long. 

     Ted said that some trains blow for the crossing and some were observing the new no-blow law. He re-

marked that he misses the whistles. I guess that he would like some other sounds beside the dogs barking in the 

dog grooming salon that shares the same building with his shop. 

     A week later on Tuesday January 21 I was in Glendale at the Cock and Bull restaurant having lunch with a 

fellow named Jack who I used to work with at GE. The Cock and Bull sits on Sharon Road next to the tracks. 

We had the railfan table which is by a window on the first floor facing the tracks. Three trains went by, none 

used their horns at all. One of the trains was led by three covered hopper cars, then a GP- “something” which 

was followed by a mixture of cars including a few Tropicana white refrigerated cars bringing fresh OJ to their 

warehouse on Route 747 just north of Crescentville Road. 

     A while later a Norfolk-Southern fast moving, northbound freight on the west track powered by three GE 

units blew his horns as he approached the crossing. I imagined that moving fast on the track almost right next 

to the restaurant, which shielded it from being seen by east bound vehicles on Sharon Road made the crew 

somewhat edgy, even though the crossing gates were down, I would be.  

     I hope that the no-blow law will be able to be followed by the train crews without a disastrous accident hap-

pening. The next question is, where will the next no-blow crossing be? My guess is that it will be in an area 

with many homes, as from Elmwood Place to Lockland 

mailto:HR@cincinnatidinnertrain.com


 11 

Lunch Bunch and Equipment at Shenandoah, WV, between Harpers Ferry and Martinsburg. 

(Continued on page 12) February 2019 

Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad rolls out its “Edu-trainment” car 
By Craig Webb, The Akron Beacon Journal  

     The old Sharon Inn rail car has made a lot of runs since the 1940s. It rumbled down the tracks as a sleeper car for the 

Pennsylvania Railroad and later as a passenger car for Akron. 

     In recent years, it sat in a rail yard and was cannibalized for parts to keep the rest of the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Rail-

road’s fleet of passenger cars running. 

     The Sharon Inn was reborn as it made its public debut as the tourist train’s new Edu-trainment car for runs through 

the Cuyahoga Valley National Park. 

     And judging by the laughter and scurrying about by pint-size passengers and their parents, the kid-friendly car full of 

activities and kid amenities is a hit. 

     Bobby Dinkins, CVSR vice president of development and marketing, said the car underwent a complete renovation 

and was stripped down to the bare shell only to be rebuilt. 

     “There’s nothing like this anywhere,” he said. “This really is a traveling kids museum on a train.” 

     Kids love seeing the train pull into the station, Dinkins said, and hear the whistle blow and the feeling of once it lurch-

es out of the station. 

     “For some kids, it can be a challenge to keep them entertained on a three-hour run,” he said. 

     The car offers a place for families to retreat to during excursions. 

     There are comfy benches along the windows for parents to sit and watch as the kids play in a variety of educational 

spots, from a large map of the railroad’s route with magnets shaped like train engines to move about to train tables to pint 

size train replicas. 

     The exhibits are the vision of Karen Katz, whose handiwork can also be enjoyed at the Children’s Museum of Cleve-

land.     
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(Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad rolls out its “Edu-trainment” car, Continued from Page 11) 

February 2020 

     Katz said the project was a lot of fun to work on and took the better part of a year to complete. 

     “I’ve never designed a train inside of a train before,” she said. 

     What makes the car special are the little details —from the carpet that resembles the train track with pieces of hard-

wood floor mixed in to resemble the wood rails to the blue circle lights along the ceiling to represent the sky.  

     To ensure the kids enjoy the sights of the park passing by, Katz said, each exhibit was placed by a window to take in 

nature and let in natural light. 

     “We wanted to connect the inside with the nature outside,” she said. 

     The car has its own kid-friendly bathroom, a private baby feeding room and padded cubbies for kids to read train-

related books from a small library and look the window. 

     T car will be part of the runs through the park on Wednesdays through October 27. It will then take a break until Jan-

uary as the railroad shifts gears and prepares for the sold-out runs of the popular Polar Express excursions.  

     The Edu-trainment car is part of a $5 million capital campaign—roughly $2.5 million has been raised so far— to fund 

improvements and renovations of the fleet and the acquisition of new rail cars. 

     Passengers John and Shelli Livingston of Texas spent a good portion of Wednesday’s 26 mile excursion in the Edu-

trainment car watching their four kids ranging in age from 2 to 10 go from activity to activity. 

     “We were joking that they should make the whole train like this,” John Livingston said. “The parents could just sit 

and watch the kids play.”  

     It was a special day for train fan Carson Bard. 

     His mother, Molly, had to cajole the 5-year-old off the Edu-trainment car to hear a story time in another rail car. 

     The Streetsboro mom said this was his first time riding in a real train.  

     “He was super excited,” she said. “He loves trains and this new car is just awesome.”  

Update on the Hamilton, Ohio Train Depot 
 by Jack Clock 

     I guess maybe my phone calls to the various Hamilton offices may have stirred up a response to the question of the 

future of the train depot. 

     On February 26, 2020 the Hamilton Mayor Pat Moeller sent a letter to CSX which reads as follows:  

“On behalf of the residents of  the City of Hamilton, please accept this letter as a Formal Notice of Intent to Preserve the 

CSX Passenger Station located at 432 Martin Luther King Avenue in Hamilton, Ohio.” The letter goes on to point out 

the historical value of the train station.  

     According to historian Tim Gillespie the train station went into service in 1846 as the Cincinnati, Hamilton and Day-

ton Railroad Station. Over the years it has served many people, with multiple railroads using the tracks and the passenger 

station. 

     It will be interesting to see what response the mayor receives from CSX. To move this station in one piece will be a 

great undertaking. It most likely will require trains to be re-routed around Hamilton while this takes place. Stay tuned to 

see what happens next. 

     For the full content of Hamilton Mayor Pat Moeller’s letter see https://app.cerkl.com/org/story.php?id=8474960. 

 

https://app.cerkl.com/org/story.php?id=8474960
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John Biehn’s Steam News For February 2020  

Courtesy of Jim Corbett 

(Continued on page 14) 

February 2020 

East Broad Top News...A new owner!  Pennsylvania's storied East Broad Top Railroad has a new owner, a 

non-profit foundation organized by a small group of rail-industry figures and longtime EBT fans. The new or-

ganization will offer several EBT events in 2020- the 60th anniversary of the start of tourist service on the rail-

road and hopes to resume regular operations in 2021. The organization, called the EBT Foundation Inc., will 

own approximately 27 miles of the line, from the south end of the concrete-arch bridge over the Aughwick Riv-

er below Mount Union to the road crossing in Wood Township. The foundation will also own the narrow-gauge 

railroad's shops, rolling stock, and equipment. "This is the best possible outcome for the railroad, which has 

been in my family for two generations," says Joseph Kovalchick, whose father, Nick purchased the East Broad 

Top Railroad & Coal Company after its coal mines closed in 1956. Brad Esposito, a 20-year veteran of the Buf-

falo & Pittsburgh Railroad, A Genesee & Wyoming Inc. company, led the effort to purchase the EBT, along 

with longtime EBT enthusiasts David Brightbill, Lawrence Biemiller and Stephen Lane. Backers of the new 

organization include three rail-industry and rail-preservation heavyweights. Wick Moorman, former chairman 

and CEO of Norfolk Southern and former CEO of Amtrak, Henry Posner III, a former Conrail manager who 

is chairman of the Iowa Interstate Railroad and the Railroad Development Corporation of Pittsburgh, and    

Bennett Levin, a retired mechanical and electrical engineer who owns the Juniata Terminal Company, which 

operates two Pennsylvania Railroad E8 diesel locomotives and three private cars. Esposito will become the 

general manager of the railroad. He says the EBT Foundation has a three part mission. It's committed first to 

preserving and operating the East Broad Top as a steam railroad. Secondly, educating visitors about the role of 

railroads in local and national history. The third mission is to promote local and regional tourism and economic 

growth. Esposito says the new organization will immediately begin work on several fronts. The EBT has been 

closed since late 2011, and before operations can resume, the railroad will need to overhaul track and equip-

ment, including locomotives and passenger cars, A fire suppression system will be installed in the historic ma-

chine shops and roundhouse, and several structural stabilization projects will be undertaken in the railroad's 

Rockhill Furnace complex. "The East Broad Top is a unique national treasure unmatched anywhere in the Unit-

ed States," says Esposito. "It has been impressively preserved for over 60 years by the Kovalchick family. We 

are excited to pick up the torch and ensure that the railroad is preserved for future generations." "The East 

Broad Top is a remarkable survivor from the age of steam railroading," says Moorman. "I'm delighted to have 

the chance to be a part of its revival, both for the preservation of such an important part of our railroad heritage, 

and for the economic benefits that it will provide to an area of Pennsylvania that is so linked to the railroad in-

dustry." Built from 1872 to 1874 to haul coal to a new iron furnace in the center of the state, the 33 mile long 

East Broad Top survived the collapse of the local iron industry at the turn of the 20th century because the top-

quality coal it carried had found other markets, thanks in part to close cooperation with the Pennsylvania Rail-

road. When the last of the coal mines closed in 1956, the East Broad Top was purchased by the Kovachick Sal-

vage Company of Indiana, Pa. Despite being in the scrap business, the company left the railroad intact and in 

1960 reopened a portion of the line for steam-powered tourist trains that proved widely popular. With rails just 

three feet apart, the EBT is the only original narrow-gauge railroad surviving east of the Rocky Mountains, and 

it is well known as one of the world's finest preserved railways. The railroad's shops complex, which dates to 

the 1800s, and was greatly expanded from 1905 to 1907, is among the most complete early 20th century indus-

trial facilities in the U.S. Still in the railroad's roundhouse are six narrow-gauge steam locomotives built for the 

EBT by Philadelphia's Baldwin Locomotive Works between 1911 and 1920. They share the building with the 

unique M-1 gas-electric, constructed at the railroad in 1927 with plans and parts from Philadelphia's J.G. Brill 

Company, a leading streetcar manufacturer, and Westinghouse Electric. Other EBT equipment includes several 

passenger cars believed to date to the 1890's and numerous steel freight cars built in the EBT shops. "This will 

be a monumental undertaking," says Esposito, "and, I encourage anyone interested in helping us to join the 

Friends of the East Broad Top and come work on buildings, track and equipment." The railroad's new website 

can be found at eastbroadtop.com 

(Thanks to East Broad Top Press Release via Tom Schultz) 

http://eastbroadtop.com/
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     Reading & Northern Steam News...Former Reading T-1 No. 2102 is currently under restoration at the 

Reading & Northern's shops at Port Clinton, Pa. Here's a review of work completed in 2019. Locomotive 

No.2102, a 4-8-4 had extensive work to the boiler this past year. The firebox had many new steel sheets welded 

in.  700 new stay bolts and 600 stay bolt sleeves were installed. Also, all tubes/flues were installed in the boiler. 

Ten new washout plugs and all new boiler studs were also installed. In addition, 90% of the lubrication lines 

were replaced. Both lubricators and the Worthington cold water pump were rebuilt. Still a lot of work to be done 

but the work crew is expecting to have No. 2102 in service by the third quarter of 2020. Steam locomotive 4-6-2 

No. 425 also required lots of service and support for the excursions it was on during 2019. 

(Thanks to Dustin Berndt, Reading & Northern Magazine, via Alex Mayes) 

     Arcade & Attica Steam...As railroads were stretching across the country, the farmers of Western New York 

saw the perfect opportunity for a link to the big cities. Many small organizations formed that began building 

railroads throughout the countryside. Despite many stops and starts, railroads were built stretching across the 

picturesque Allegheny River valley. When the Pennsylvania Railroad wanted  

to connect to Buffalo, they found the best way to do so would be to purchase all the small incomplete railroads 

and link them together. As a result, the Buffalo, Attica & Arcade Railroad was formed. Originally narrow-

gauge, this line would connect Attica, through Arcade to the Pennsylvania state line and on to Pittsburgh. 

The line officially opened in 1880. By 1917, the BA&A was being operated by the Buffalo & Susquehanna 

Railroad which was thinking of closing down a section of the line between Attica and Curriers Corners. Busi-

nessmen along the BA&A were very concerned. The Merrell-Soule Company of Arcade (predecessor of the 

Borden Company) operated a large milk processing plant and they along with others needed rail service. Facing 

closure, interested parties began raising money needed to purchase this section of the line. They raised $79,000 

and the Arcade & Attica Railroad was born. In the late 1950s, freight business began to slide and something had 

to be done in order to save the short line. The decision was made to try steam powered passenger excursions. 

No. 18, a 1920 2-8-0 American locomotive was purchased.  The railroad had its inaugural run on July 27, 1962. 

For over 60 years, one thing synonymous with Arcade has been steam locomotive excursion trains. A&A No.18 

is fast approaching its 100th birthday. A&A No. 18, built in Patterson, New Jersey, has traveled countless miles. 

While this iron horse has been a regular throughout the countryside of Western New York, the years take their 

toll on this piece of history. Work has commenced to rebuild the locomotive. Though major work was complet-

ed ten short years ago, it was found that more major work is needed on the boiler. Never before has such work 

been performed by the A&A Railroad Corporation. The boiler needs complete replacement of the firebox area, 

which required the whole thing to be removed from the frame. Work has commenced and will be pushed 

as rapidly as funds are available. Costs  of the restoration are being covered by excursion sales, but will take 

several years to complete. A request for donations is being made to push the project faster. With funding availa-

ble, it is hoped No. 18 can celebrate its 100th birthday leading historic excursion trains. To donate send a check 

to Arcade Historical Society, Friends of Arcade & Attica RR. Locomotive Restoration Fund,  P.O. Box 236 , 

Arcade, NY 14009. 

     Southern Rail Steam Events...Tickets are still available for two steam events in the Knoxville and Chatta-

nooga areas this coming April. April 24-25 Former Southern Railway 2-8-0 No. 154 will operate as Knoxvile 

Sevierville & Eastern No. 107. Locomotive 107 will lead the consist departing Knoxville with the intention to 

recreate scenes from the Smoky Mountain Railway. This session will feature period  

actors and autos which will be placed in prime locations throughout the day. Ticket price Day Session $250. 

Night Session are $50. April 26-27 features former Southern Railway 2-8-0 No. 630 operating on its first solo 

photo charter out of Chattanooga and it will operate in a historically accurate Asheville division paint scheme. 

Day session is $250. Night session is $50. 

For ticket information, go to southernrailproductions.com (Thanks to Josh Scott) 

     T-1 Trust News...The Pennsylvania Railroad's 52 T1 class duplex drive 4-4-4-4 steam locomotives were 

the last steam locomotives built for the Pennsylvania Railroad. They were ambitious, technologically sophisti-

cated, powerful, fast and distinctively streamlined by Raymond Loewry. They were introduced in 1942 with 

two prototypes and later fifty more were built between 1945-1946. All of these locomotives were out  of ser-

vice by 1952. All of the T1's were sold for scrap between 1951 and late 1955. Scrapping soon followed. Today, 

http://southernrailproductions.com/


 15 

(Steam News, Continued from Page 14) 

(Continued on Page 16) February 2020 

the T-1 Trust is constructing an all new fully operational T-1 using the original plans with subtle perfor-

mance  improvements where necessary. The T-1 Trust's goal is to provide mainline excursion service and 

to set the world speed record for a steam locomotive currently held by LNER Class A4 No. 4468 Mallard 

at 126 MPH. On Saturday March 7, 2020, The PRR T! Trust will hold their first Public Open House at 

Gemini Industrial Machine in New Philadelphia, Ohio. The hours will be from 10am to 4pm. A presenta-

tion will be held at 1pm showing the state of the project to date. Guests will be able to visit and take pho-

tos with many of the parts built for the T1 including the Prow, Wheels and firebox components. Partici-

pants will also have the chance to blow the whistle of an original PRR T1. It is the same whistle the No. 

5550 will carry when complete. Visitors will also have the ability to watch boilermakers and volunteers 

flange using large hammers and lots of heat to form what will become 

the backhead (rear of the boiler). This is one of the largest pieces of the boiler measuring 10 feet wide 

and nearly 8 feet tall. Its not very often the public has the opportunity to see a piece of such magnitude 

and importance being formed. Please join them to watch the T1Trust make history. Gemini Industrial 

Machine Group, 1826 Tech Park Drive NE, New Philadelphia, Ohio 44663 

     Arkansas Steam Locomotive Moved... A reminder of railroads in the Arkansas region has been the 

old Park Train, located in the Paris City City Park for the past fifty years. According to Curtis Varnell, 

children have crawled over the train, practiced driving the engine, and conducted imaginary journeys for 

years and No. 2522 had become a part of the town's cultural history. Recently, efforts have been made to 

restore old 2522 to some of its past glory and move it back to its original home on the tracks near the 

Coal Miner's Museum. After a lengthy process between the Arkansas Department of Environmental 

Quality, Paris City Council, Arkansas Highway Department and the Coal Miners Board, the 4-6-0 was 

moved on January 23 to its new home at the Coal Miner's Museum.  The train had been patched and 

repaired recently to prepare for the move. Locomotive No. 2522 is a 1900 Cooke Locomotive & Machine 

Company of Patterson, New Jersey product. It was given to Paris in 1963. It is one of only two Missouri 

Pacific Railroad steam powered locomotives in existence today. After being built, the locomotive was 

put in service with the St. Louis Iron Mountain & Southern Railroad. In 1917, that company consolidated 

with the Missouri Pacific and the locomotive was 

renumbered  2522 (Thanks to Miranda Holman, Paris Express Editor, via Tom Schultz) 

     Future New England Steam...Putting in long hours on weekends, usually on Saturdays, a small, ded-

icated group of volunteers has been hammering away at a task in an industrial neighborhood of Hancock 

that, at times, seems daunting. For the past year or so, the volunteers have been working to restore a de-

crepit, old steam-powered locomotive that hasn't run in 65 years. And, no matter how much progress they 

make-which currently is measured in how much rust they chip off or corroded bolts they loosen, they 

know they could have several years ahead of them to complete the job. Richard Glueck, president of the 

group working to make the engine run again, said that on any summer weekend, as many as 18 peo-

ple might show up to help out at the Down East Scenic Railroad service yard in Hancock's Washington 

Junction neighborhood, just over the city line from Ellsworth , where the dismantled locomotive sits un-

der a large, tarp-covered arch. Using their own tools or donated equipment, they don hard hats and work 

gloves and go about removing rust with pneumatic needle-scalers or taking wrenches to seemingly un-

movable nuts as they try to determine what can be salvaged and what needs to be replaced. 

But despite this occasional volunteer turnout-which includes academics, engineering students and profes-

sional machinists-Glueck said that how soon Maine Central locomotive No. 470 might come back to life 

depends upon one thing...money. "Funding is the most critical thing," Glueck said, adding that the group, 

New England Steam Corp., has raised $500,000 for the project since it purchased the exposed locomotive 

from the city of Waterville in 2015."I can tell you that if I had a check for a million dollars dropped on 

us today, the engine would be done in five years, guaranteed," he said. But at the rate they have been 

raising money, he added, it likely will take another ten to fifteen years to finish. The locomotive, origi-

nally built in 1924, is known among train enthusiasts in Maine for being the last steam-powered engine 

operated by Maine Central Railroad. From 1954, when it ceased running after making a final trip from 

Bangor to Portland...until 2016, the locomotive sat on display outside in Waterville, where it rusted and 

suffered occasional vandalism. New England Steam Corporation moved it three years ago to Hancock, 
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where it is now kept out of the weather and under lock and key. The group's goal is not to just make 

the locomotive run again, but with the help of volunteers to promote historic and scientific education 

and to help boost the local tourist industry. The plan, once the locomotive runs again, is for Down 

East Scenic Railroad to lease No. 470 from New England Steam Corp., for use on its excursions 

through Ellsworth and Hancock and, eventually, to and from Green Lake in Dedham. "It is the largest 

preserved steam locomotive in all of New England, so it is a real magnet for Maine,"Glueck said. 

"We feel that we will bring in at least another 10,000 visitors to the area annually. That's the econom-

ic force behind restoring No. 470". "Today we're trying to loosen up parts," Glueck said. " We have 

to take the entire locomotive apart and check all the pieces for structural integrity." "We're literally 

going to know every nut and bolt on this thing by the time we get through," said Leverett Fernald, a 

machinist with Cianbro Corp. in Pittsfield who also serves as New England Steam Corp.'s vice presi-

dent and chief mechanical officer. He also said that the group is not just trying to preserve the ma-

chine but also trying to preserve the skills that go with it.  

(Thanks to Bill Trotter, Bangor Daily News, via Alex Mayes) 

 

 


